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Interview of H.E. Mr.Frederick M. M. Shava,
Ambassador Extraordinary and

Plenipotentiary of Zimhabwe

In the afternoon of February 13, Mr. H. E. Frederick M. M. Shava,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Embassy of Zimbabwe, has

been interviewed by Africa Magazine.
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AFRICA MAGAZINE: The People’s Republic of
China and the Republic of Zimbabwe established
diplomatic relations on April 18, 1980. Would you
please briefly review the major milestones of the
diplomatic relations between the two countries?

Mr. SHAVA: Zimbabwe and China established
diplomatic relations on 18 April 1980 and since then,
relations between two countries have been excellent
and growing from strength to strength. Actually,
China was among the first countries to establish
diplomatic relations with independent Zimbabwe.

Since then, both countries have consulted each
other on international issues of mutual concern and
have supported each other in times of need especially
on issues of human rights and economic development.

In the last decade, when Zimbabwe has been
facing a lot of economic challenges brought about
by economic sanctions imposed on Zimbabwe by
Western nations, the two friendly countries have
forged ahead with economic cooperation projects to
their mutual benefit. At the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC), China together with Russia, vetoed
a Western sponsored Resolution that was intended to
impose sanctions on Zimbabwe under Chapter 7 of
the UN Charter.

The two countries level of communication is
highly commendable. Zimbabwe and China have
maintained high level contacts at both party and
government level characterized by exchange of high
level visits.

I ELREERIGEE RN S1E

FAREN (AR ) 2UERISRYT, BRI TR ERD
AT T E TR,

AR (AR el G UOR 33 S ek
RefeitFAE R R AR

LEFRA RS — IR AR A RRZ IR ALLY, DM
FRERIEE A A R R ALS o

AFRICA MAGAZINE: What is your comment
about the existing economic cooperation between
China and Zimbabwe? In what fields or industry
do you think the two sides should go further in
cooperation, and how?



Mr. SHAVA: The two countries have, over the
last past 32 years, taken strides in enhancing and
broadening economic and trade cooperation. Trade
and Investment activities between the two countries
picked up substantially from 2009, following a period
of a subdued performance.

Since then, bilateral economic cooperation has been
growing steadily. Zimbabwe has abundant natural
resources. In that respect, mining and agriculture
continue to hold the greatst potential in the
Zimbabwe-China economic relations, especially in
the areas of exploration, mining and value addition of
minerals and agricultural products.

Opportunities also exist in the tourism, manufacturing
and infrastructural development sectors.

AFRICA MAGAZINE: What sectors of industry
in Zimbabwe mean more opportunity for Chinese
enterprises and investors? What are your

suggestions to them?

Mr. SHAVA: To promote competition and openness
in the country’s economic activities, the government
invites investment offers from all interested parties on
the same terms and arrangements. However, different
projects are looked at on a case by case basis.

We are looking for investment in the areas of
infrastructure development, agriculture, energy,
mining and manufacturing. The Embassy is ready to
provide any details to all potential investors.

AFRICA MAGAZINE: Like China, Zimbabwe is
a country enriched with cultural heritage. What
is your view about the cultural communication

between the two countries?

Mr. SHAVA: | do believe that cultural exchange is
a powerful means which can bridge the gap between
people from different cultures and draw their hearts
closer, and in this case it will help consolidate and
facilitate friendship between the two countries and
people. Cultural understanding promotes mutual trust
in politics, economic win-win cooperation and is a

driving force to lasting China-Zimbabwe relations.
The exchanges enhance tourism which subsequently
contributes to the countries” GDP and overall
development. China presents immense opportunities
for us as the largest tourism source market which has
the potential to generate 100 million tourists by 2015.
Due to mutual understanding, recently China and
Zimbabwe’s bilateral trade and economic cooperation
have grown rapidly; cooperation in other fields
has yielded good results; and consultation and
coordination in international affairs have been

intensified.

AFRICA MAGAZINE: In recent years, inflation
has been a major problem in Zimbabwe. How did
Zimbabwe confront with this problem, and what
is your suggestion to China and the world?

Mr. SHAVA: In February 2009, Zimbabwe
introduced a multi-currency system which provides
more predictability to the investors compared to the
previous situation where Zimbabwe dollar lost its
value. To China and the world, we also offer very
competitive incentives, attractive taxation rates,
sound infrastructure and the warm hospitality of
our people. There is also a low crime rate, therefore
invest in Zimbabwe and you will not regret.

AFRICA MAGAZINE: Would you like to
introduce the cooperation between two countries
in the field of education? And how much great

progress had been made during the past years?

Mr. SHAVA: Cooperation in the field of education
is largely encompassed under the framework of the
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) where
China offers scholarships to Zimbabwean students.
As a result, Zimbabwe has many students studying in
China in various fields and Zimbabwe was among the
first African countries to have a Confucius Institute.
This year we got 8 offers of scholarship from China.
Within the FOCAC programme, we bring many
Zimbabwean students for short courses in China. #2
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